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EDUCATION

1997 Ph.D. In Anthropology. Department of Anthrapfl, Rutgers, the State University of
New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ, USA.

1989 M.A. In Anthropology. Department of Anthropglg Rutgers, the State University of
New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ, USA.
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POSITION/ APPOINTMENTS

2011- Preserfbenior Research Scientitesponsable Grupo Primeras Industrias Lithicas.
Centro Nacional de Investigacion sobre la Evolu¢idmana (CENIEH), Sierra
de Atapuerca 3, 09002, Burgos, Spain

2013- Present Co-Pi with M.J. Rogers since 09/2Gha Palaeoanthropological Research
Project, Afar, Ethiopia.

1997- 2013  Principal Investigator/ Project Directéona Palaeoanthropological Research
Project, Afar, Ethiopia.

2000- 2011 Research Scientist, CRAFT, Stone Ag#tutes, Indiana University, USA.

1998-2000  Postdoctoral Fellow, CRAFT Research Cglmdiana University, Bloomington,
IN, USA.

1999-2000  Organized seminars on Lower Paleolitmehaeology, CRAFT, Indiana
University, IN, USA.

1997 Instructor, Summer session, Anthropology Depent, Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, New Jersey, USA.
1996 Instructor, Summer session, Anthropology Depent, Rutgers University, New

Brunswick, New Jersey, USA.
1982-1986  Historian, National Museum of Ethiopialdfs Ababa, Ethiopia.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Origin and evolution of stone tool technology, Raléhic Archaeology, Palaeoanthropology,
African Prehistory, Origin and evolution of Humans.



PUBLICATIONS

In pressSileshi Semaw and Michael Rogers. Gona Paleoanthropology Reséaaject. International
Encyclopedia of Biological Anthropology. The Unisdy of Chicago Press, USA.
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Springer.

2017 Mohamed Sahnouni, Sileshi Semaw, Joseba RiEZar (Eds.). Proceedings of the Il
Meeting of African Prehistory. Consorcieo CENIEH.

2017 Céaceres, ., Rogers, M,$emaw, S. & A, Leiss. Hominin exploitation of animal mesces at
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and J. R. Garaizar (Eds.) Proceedings of the llitigef African Prehistory, CENIEH,
Burgos, Spain, pp. 197-217.
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Archaeology of Human Origin®l. Toth and K. Schick (Eds.), CRAFT Press,
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2006 Semaw, S. The oldest stone artifacts from Gona (2.6M22), Afar, Ethiopia:
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Origins of Human Technology: Studies into the E&tgne Age (OldowaniN.
Toth and K. Schick (Eds.), CRAFT Press, Bloomingidh

2006 Semaw, S. The World'soldest stone artifacts from Gona, Ethiopia: Theiplications
for understanding stone technology and patterhsiman evolution between 2.6-
2.5 million years ago. Irluman Evolution Source BodR.L. Ciochon and J.G.
Fleagle (Ed.), pp 256-271. Reprinted by permisfiom theJournal of
Archaeological Sciencg000).

2006 Stout, D. anflemaw, S. Knapping skills of the earliest stone-tool erak Insights from
the study of modern human novicesTime Origins of Human Technology:
Studies into the Early Stone Age (Oldowah) Toth and K. Schick, (Ed.),
CRAFT Press, Bloomington, IN.

2006 Toth, N., Schick, K. arsémaw, S. A technological comparison of the stone tool-
making capabilities of Australopithecus/eardgmag Pan paniscusandHomo
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Technology: Studies into the Early Stone Age (O&gwN. Toth and K. Schick
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2005 Semaw S. 2005. Les plus anciens artefacts lithiques2hamillions d'années) des sites
archéologiques du Pliocéne Final de EG-10 et E@-G®na Est, Afar, Ethiopie.
In (Sahnouni, Ed.).e Paléolithique en Afrique: L'histoire la plus lgue
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Gona, EthiopiaNature,433:301-305.
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Plio-Pleistocene environmental change at Gortappia. Earth and Planetray
Science Letter£19:93-100.

2004 Quade, J., Levin, Neemaw, S., Stout, D., Renne, P., Rogers, M. and SimpSaf,
Paleoenvironments of the Earliest Stone Toolnswkeona, Ethiopiaseological
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2003 Semaw, S., Rogers, M.J., Quade, J., Renne, P.R., BRI&t, Stout, D., Dominguez-
Rodrigo, Hart, W., Pickering, T. and Simpson, S2/8-Million-year-old stone
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Journal of Human Evolutigrl5:169-177.
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million years agoJournal of Archaeological Sciencg7:1197-1214.
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2008 Levin, N., Simpson, S., Quade, J., Cerlinggid Frost, S. Herbivore enamel carbon
isotopic composition and the environmental contéérdipithecusat Gona,
Ethiopia.TheGeological Society of America BulletiBpecial Pape446:215-234.
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PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS

2013 Semaw, S., Rogers, M.J., Stout, D. and Csckrearly Acheulian stone assemblages,
~1.7-1.6 million years ago from Gona, Afar, Etheng8rd Annual Meeting of the
European Society for the Study of Human Evoluti®21 September, 2013,
Vienna, Austria.

2013 Semaw, SRogers, M. and Stout, D. Plio-Pleistocene Archagplaf Gona Study Area,
Afar, Ethiopia ESF Earthtime-EU Scientific Meeting “The early-mield
Pleistocene transition: Significance of the Jarensiibchron in the sedimentary
record.” September 24-27, Burgos, Spain.

2013 Rogers, M.JSemaw, S., Stout, D. & N. Levin. New excavations at thé-million-year
old OGS-7 site, Gona, Ethiopia. "Paleoanthropol8gygiety Meetings Abstracts,
Honolulu, HI, 2-3 April 2013'PaleoAnthropologyA33.

2010 Semaw, S. The emergence of stone tools at 2.6 Ma: Ttieaaological evidence from
Gona, Afar, Ethiopia. Les premiers peuplementsiptéhiques sur les different
continentsColloque International dans le cadre du centre detenaire de
I'Instut de Pakontologie humaine (1910-2010hstitut de Paleontologie
Humaine, June 2-6, 2010, Paris, France.

2008 Semaw, S., Rogers, M.J. and Stout, D. The Oldowan-Adhaulransition: New Insights
from Gona, Ethiopia. Paleoanthropology Society AairMeeting, Vancouver,
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2008 Stout, DSemaw, S. and Rogers, M.J. Technological Variation i Barliest Oldowan
(2.6 Ma) from Gona, Afar, Ethiopia. Paleoanthroggi&ociety Annual Meeting,
Vancouver, CanadalPéleoanthropology Society Webgite

2007 Rogers, M. arfsemaw, S. From Nothing to Something: The earliest apgeee of the
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2006 Semaw, S, Rogers, M., Simpson, S., Quade, J. and L&kimsights on the beginnings
of early hominid stone technology, and recent azolaical and hominid
discoveries from Gona, Afar, Ethiopia. Lucy, 30 apsés: Hominidés et
environments en Afrique de 7 & 1.5 million d’années/elles decouvertes et
voies recherche, 12-14 June, Aix en Provence, Eranc

2004 Simpson, S.W., Quade, J. Levin, N.E., ReRrfe., Butler, R., McIntosh, W., and
Semaw, S. Early Pliocene hominids and their environmettGona, Ethiopia.
AAPA 73rd Annual Meeting, April 16, Tampa, FloriddAPA Website

2004 Levin, N, Quade, Bemaw, S., Schick, K., Toth, N., and Simpson, S.W. Plio
Pleistocene environments of Gona, Ethiopia: theofso record for pedogenic
carbonate and fossil teeth. Abstraidie Geological Society of Amerjoannual
Meeting, November 5-8&3 (6).

2003 Semaw, S., Rogers, M., Quade, J., Dominguez-Rodrigo,3¥mpson, S., Renne, P.,
Stout, D., Levin, N. and Butler, R. Recent archagical discoveries from Gona,
Afar, Ethiopia. Paleoanthropology Society annuaétimg, Tempe, AZ
(Paleoanthropology Society Webgite

2003 Dominguez-Rodrigo, M., Pickering, $&maw, S. and Rogers, M. Cutmarked bones
from Late Pliocene archaeological sites at Gonar Afthiopia: Implications for
the function of the world’s oldest stone tools.d@anthropology Society Annual



Meeting, Tempe, AZRaleoanthropology Society Website

2002 Semaw, S., Schick, K., Toth, N., Simpson, S., QuadeRdgers, M., Renne, P., Stout, D.
and M. Dominguez-Rodrigo. Recent discoveries fdoma, Afar, Ethiopia.
Journal of Human Evolutioi2, A33.

2002 Toth, N., Schick, K. arfemaw, S. A technological comparison of the stone toaking
capabilities of Australopithecus/ ealyoma Pan paniscusandHomo sapiens
and possible evolutionary implicatiournal of Human Evolutiom2, A36.

2001 Semaw, S., Schick, K., Toth, N., Rogers, M.J., QuadeSimpson, S.W. and Dominguez-
Rodrigo, M. Further 2.5-2.6 million year old artifa, new Plio-Pleistocene
archaeological sites and hominid discoveries oB1f8@m Gona, Ethiopia.
Journal of Human EvolutigriO, A20.

2001 Simpson, S.WSemaw, S., Schick, K., Toth, N., Quade, J., Dominguezhy, M. and
Rogers, M.J. Early Pliocene hominid remains froom&d=thiopiaJournal of
Human Evolution40, A21-22.

1994 Semaw, S., J.W.K. Harris, C.S. Feibel and R. Bernor.haeology of the Gona River,
West-central Afar region of Ethiopiblyame Akumad2, p. 56.

DIRECTED FIELD RESEARCH- GONA PALAEOANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH
PROJECT, AFAR, ETHIOPIA

2018/2015 Fieldwork, Gona Project, excavation ofSiAYa’alu, hominid and MSA site.

2013/15 Fieldwork, Gona Project — excavation of B8M the Busidima North (with Co-Pi M.
Rogers), >1.7 Ma, Gona, Ethiopia. Possible Oldoweaheulian transition site?
Investigation of the Ya’alu Middle Stone Age site.

2013 Fieldwork, Gona Project — excavation of BSNvthe Busidima North (with Co-Pi M.
Rogers), >1.7 Ma, Gona, Ethiopia. Possible Oldoweaheuian transition site? Work in
progress.

2012 Survey of 2.0-1.5 Ma deposits in the Busidihaath, Ounda Gona North and South,
Gona, Ethiopia. Survey for possible sites that pr@gerve traces of Oldowan-Acheulian
archaeology.

2010 Fieldwork, Gona Project — excavated OGS-72tGanillion year old archaeological site
at Gona.

2009 Fieldwork, Gona Project, and Museum studyxcheated Oldowan stone artifacts from
the East and Ounda Gona South archaeological(E@<0/12 & OGS-6/7).

2008 Fieldwork, Gona Project, Excavation and musstudy of the newly excavated Early
Acheulian stone artifacts from the Ounda Gona Satthaeological site (OGS-12) and
the North Busidima Early Acheulian site of BSN-12.

2007 Fieldwork, Gona Project - Carried out systératcavations at OGS-12 & BSN-17,
Early Acheulian sites at Gona.

2006 Fieldwork, Gona Project - Carried out systératcavations at OGS-12 & BSN-17,
Early Acheulian sites at Gona.

2005 Directed the systematic survey of the Wedtargin Early Pliocene deposits, and the
Plio-Pleistocene artifact-bearing deposits at Gona.

2004 Directed the systematic survey of the Wedtarrgin Early Pliocene deposits, and the
Plio-Pleistocene artifact-bearing deposits at Gona.

2003 Directed the excavations at the newly discayé&tarly Acheulian site of Ounda Gona



2002

2001

2000

1999

1994

1993

South 12 (OGS-12) and carried out paleoanthropodgurvey of the Plio-Pleistocene
Gona deposits.

Conducted data collection and analysis ofX6&-6 and OGS-7 excavated stone
artifacts at the National Museum of Ethiopia, Adélsba.

Directed the systematic survey of the Latedeine/Early Pliocene Gona deposits — as
well as survey of the entire study area for docuimgrpaleontological and
archaeological sites, and for understanding théoggtrelative chronology of the
deposits exposed in the study area.

-Directed the excavations and survey of the neliggovered Late Pliocene
archaeological sites in the Dana Aoule North (DANatLGona.

Carried out systematic excavations at theydigstovered archaeological sites of Ounda
Gona South 6 and 7 (OGS-6 & OGS-7).

Directed the systematic survey of the Gonasiep- first systematic survey of the entire
study area for documenting paleontological andaeological sites, and for
understanding the geology/relative chronology efdeposits exposed in the study area.
Fieldwork, palaeoanthropological survey of &&bna, Busidima and Talalak deposits,
Afar, Ethiopia.

Fieldwork, palaeoanthropological survey oflaela Gona deposits.

1993-94 Analyzed the EG stone artifacts for PhiBseftation research, National Museum of

1992

1987

Ethiopia, Addis Ababa.

Excavated the two archaeological localitiegs1& and EG-12 (East Gona), the oldest
known archaeological sites in the world dated 826 Million years old.

Fieldwork, palaeoanthropological reconnaissauecvey of the Gona Late Pliocene sites
with J.W.K. Harris, discovered two Late Pliocenetaeological sites at West Gona.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITEVISITS

2017
2016
2013
2013
2012
2011
1997

1990

1990

1990

1989

Mauer, Germany, site visit (excursion), foliogvworkshop.

Dmanisi, Republic of Georgia, former Sovietdsn
Atapuerca, earliest Western European siteatimo antecessdf.8 Ma), Spain.
Basque Country, Neandertal cave sites, Spain.

Nihewan Basin Early-mid Pleistocene archagodd sites, China.

Toumai, sites where the earliest hominingated Sahelanthropus tchadensi®re
discovered, Chad. PI, M. Brunet.

Site visit, Bouri Peninsula and Herto, Middleash, Afar, Ethiopia. PI/PD, the late J.D.
Clark and Professor Tim White.

Participated in the survey of the Fejej ddpdtiower Omo) with the Rift Valley Palaeo-
Inventory survey team Co-Directed by Dr. Berhané&sand Professor Tim D. White,
the University of California, Berkeley, California.

Participated in the survey of the Bilatpasgts, Southern Ethiopia, with the Rift Valley
Palaeo-Inventory survey team Co-Directed by DrhBae Asfaw and Professor Tim D.
White, the University of California, Berkeley, Calinia.

Participated in the survey of the Burji-Soycanaa the Rift Valley Palaeo-Inventory
survey team Co-Directed by Dr. Berhane Asfaw amdd®sor Tim D. White, the
University of California, Berkeley, California.

Participated in the survey of the Kesem- KRalste with the Rift Valley Palaeo-survey



team Co-Directed by Dr. Berhane Asfaw and Profe$gsarD. White, the University of
California, Berkeley, California.

1988 Museum study of the Gona materials excavatedW.K. Harris (1983) and the Middle
Awash Oldowan artifacts in Addis Ababa for M.A. $ie(1989).

1987 Fieldwork and site visit of the Lokalalei-1té&liocene archaeological site (West
Turkana, Kenya); Co-Pis, H. Roche and M. Kibunijia.

1987 Field experience, Koobi Fora (East Turkana&nyé with Academic Advisor Professor
J.W.K. Harris.

1987 Participated in the excavation of the Kokisatehaeological site at West Turkana,
Kenya (co-Pls M. Kibunjia and H. Roche).

1987 Field experience, Olduvai Gorge and the LaPla-Pleistocene palaeoanthropological
sites, Tanzania with Academic Advisor Professor.B.VAarris.

1984 Site visit of the Melka Kountore archaeolobgite, Ethiopia, with Dr. Berhane Asfaw.

RESEARCH GRANTS

2018 L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, for investigati®§S1, Gona, Afar, Ethiopia.

2017 L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, for investigatf®S1, Gona, Afar, Ethiopia.

2016 L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, for investigating31, Gona, Afar, Ethiopia.

2014-2016 MINECO Grant (Co-Pi with M. Sahnouni)apfor investigating early lithic
technology, mode and tempo of ancestral human latahevolution,
Oldowan/Acheulian.

2012-2015 Marie Curie Grant. The Oldowan-Acheutiamsition and the emergence of the
Acheulian industry. Field and laboratory investigas at the Gona Plio-Pleistocene
archaeological sites, Ethiopia. ERC European Cosions FP7-PEOPLE-2011-Marie
Curie CIG-Project. 303755.

2012 L.S.B. Leakey grant for the Gona Palaeoantiogjical Research Project to M.J. Rogers,
Co-Pi of the Gona Project, Southern ConnecticueStaiversity, Connecticut, USA.

2010 Leakey Foundation, research grant for pataboapological research, Late Pliocene
archeological sites, Gona Project.

- Wenner-Gren Foundation, research grant for palaropological research, Late
Pliocene archeological sites, Gona Project.

2009 Wenner-Gren Foundation, research grant faepanthropological research, Late
Pliocene archeological sites, Gona Project.

-Leakey Foundation, research grant for palaecoapthogical research, Late Pliocene
archeological sites, Gona Project.

2008 Researching Hominid Origins Initiative (RHO\ational Science Foundation research
grant for fieldwork in the Mio-Pliocene Gona depssAfar, Ethiopia. RHOI/NSF grant
made to the late Professor Clark Howell and Professn White (co-Pls), Department
of Integrative Biology and Laboratory for Human Hu@nary Studies, University of
California, Berkeley.

- L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuirgdwork at Gona.
-Wenner-Gren Foundation grant for continuing fretdk at Gona.

2007 Researching Hominid Origins Initiative (RHO\ational Science Foundation research
grant for fieldwork in the Mio-Pliocene Gona depssAfar, Ethiopia. RHOI/NSF grant
made to the late Professor Clark Howell and Professn White (co-Pls), Department



2006

2005

2004

2003
2002
2001

2000

1999

1994

of Integrative Biology and Laboratory for Human Hu®@nary Studies, University of
California, Berkeley.

- L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuirgdwork at Gona.

-Wenner-Gren Foundation grant for continuing fretdk at Gona.

Researching Hominid Origins Initiative (RH\Jgtional Science Foundation research
grant for fieldwork in the Mio-Pliocene Gona depssAfar, Ethiopia. RHOI/NSF grant
made to the late Professor Clark Howell and Proiessn White (co-Pls), Department
of Integrative Biology and Laboratory for Human Hu@nary Studies, University of
California, Berkeley, CA, USA.

- L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuirgdwork at Gona.

-Wenner-Gren Foundation grant for continuing fretdk at Gona.

Researching Hominid Origins Initiative (RH\)gtional Science Foundation research
grant for fieldwork in the Mio-Pliocene Gona depssAfar, Ethiopia. RHOI/NSF grant
made to the late Professor Clark Howell and Professn White (co-Pls), Department
of Integrative Biology and Laboratory for Human Hu@nary Studies, University of
California, Berkeley, CA, USA.

- L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuirgdwork at Gona.

Researching Hominid Origins Initiative (RHQ\Jational Science Foundation research
grant for fieldwork in the Mio-Pliocene Gona depgssAfar, Ethiopia. RHOI/NSF grant
made to the late Professor Clark Howell and Professn White (co-Pls), Department
of Integrative Biology and Laboratory for Human HEu@nary Studies, University of
California, Berkeley, CA, USA.

- L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuirgdwork at Gona.

L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuetdwork at Gona.

L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuetdwork at Gona.

National Science Foundation, research graritdiolwork in the Early Pliocene-Late
Pleistocene deposits, Gona Project.

- L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, grant for continuirgdwork at Gona.

-Wenner-Gren Foundation, research grant for fieldwn the Late Mocene- Late
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